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SEPTEMBER 12 
 

The Challenges of Vocation in a Modern World: Ted Lasso and a Philosophy of 
Work  
Today many people are quitting their jobs and deciding to do something different--
after all, you only live once (YOLO). We begin this three-part series on vocation 
(continued by Doug Ottati) by looking at this and other challenges to conventional 
notions of work and vocation. Given such developments, is the traditional doctrine 
of vocation still relevant? We’ll do so with a bit of help from the hit television series 
Ted Lasso. If you haven’t seen the series, no worries, plenty of help will be provided. 

 
Dr. Dave True is Associate Professor of Religion at Wilson College in Chambersburg, 

Pennsylvania. Dave is a member-minister of the Presbytery of Carlisle and he now resides in Concord with his 
wife, the Rev. Ellen Crawford True, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Concord. Their daughter 
Abby is a freshman at Davidson.  
 

SEPTEMBER 19, 26 
 

Faithfulness and Ordinary Life 
How can our ordinary lives as family members, professionals and employees, and 
citizens be faithful and good? We will explore Protestant ideas of calling and 
vocation, which address this question. 
 
Dr. Doug Ottati is the Craig Family Distinguished Professor of Reformed Theology and 
Justice  at Davidson College. Before coming to Davidson, he taught at Union 
Presbyterian Seminary in Richmond, Virginia.  His scholarly interests include 
contemporary theology and ethics, as well as the history of theology and ethics in 
America.  

OCTOBER 3, 10, 17  
 

Reading Job with a book-loving humanities professor 
In the preface to his new (2019) translation of Job, Edward Greenstein jokes that “in 
the book of Psalms there is no connection between one chapter and the next; in the 
book of Proverbs there is no connection between one verse and the next; in the 
book of Job there is no connection between one word and the next.” (ix)  Because 
the text is so challenging, the context in which we read it and the ideas we bring to it 
can largely determine what we think it means.  
 
We will read Job, an extraordinary and powerful text, while also exploring how 

different readers, reading in different contexts, make sense of it.  
 
Dr. Carol Quillen serves as the President of Davidson College. An historian by training, she arrived at Davidson 
in 2018 from Rice University, where she served as vice president for international and interdisciplinary 
initiatives. President Obama appointed Quillen to the Advisory Council on Financial Capability for Young 
Americans, and her peers have placed her on the board of directors of the American Council on Education. 
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OCTOBER 24, 31, NOVEMBER 7 
 

Sexuality, Gender, and Justice  
In these three sessions, this class will explore biblical and theological roots of historical 
and contemporary perspectives on sexuality and gender identity, primarily within the 
context of the Presbyterian Church. 

 
Heather McKee is a 1987 graduate of Davidson College and earned her Masters of Divinity 
degree from Princeton Theological Seminary in 1994. She currently serves as a Ruling 
Elder, Stephen Minister, Adult Faith Formation teacher, and Co-Chair of the Social Justice 
Committee at DCPC.   
 

NOVEMBER 14, 21 
 

Justice, Kindness, and Humility: The Challenges and Possibilities of Deliberative 
Citizenship  
In these two sessions, Graham Bullock, we will build on the three-part 
commandment found in Micah 6:8 – “to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
humbly with your God” – to explore the challenges and opportunities facing 
Christians and non-Christians alike as they attempt to engage with one another on 
difficult but important issues in today’s hyper-polarized environment. Dr. Bullock will 
explore with participants the tensions and possibilities for “deliberative citizens” as 
they try to follow their humane instincts and work to balance their religious, political 

and   social commitments. 
 

Dr. Graham Bullock is an Associate Professor of Political Science and Director of Deliberative Citizenship 
Initiative at Davidson College.   
 

NOVEMBER 28  
 
Advent and the End Times? 
For much of western and then colonial history, Christian eschatology has played a 
significant role in shaping Christian expectations of politics. Of special significance is its 
portrayal of a new age or final fulfillment. Dave will begin by identifying three classic 
forms or types of Christian eschatology and the conflicting political orientations they 
generate, thus helping us better understand our political history and the present 
moment. He will conclude with a sketch of a proposal for a cruciform eschatology.  
 
Dr. Dave True is Associate Professor of Religion at Wilson College in Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. Dave is a member-minister of the Presbytery of Carlisle and he now resides 
in Concord with his wife, the Rev. Ellen Crawford True, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Concord. 
Their daughter Abby is a freshman at Davidson.  
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DECEMBER 5, 12,19 
 

The Christmas Carol: Beyond Silent Night 
Jane Cain, DCPC's Director of Music Emerita, will lead us in a three-week session 
series on "The Christmas Carol: Beyond Silent Night." The first class will look at carols 
from the Middle Ages until 1700. Some you will find familiar and not realize they were 
so old. The second week continues with composed carols from Europe and America 
from 1700 through the twentieth century. Week three brings us to traditional carols 
from many countries: England, Ireland, Wales, America, Trinidad, Germany, Poland, 
France, and Spain. We will do some singing and some listening, and look for how 
carols might have been performed in their original setting.  

 
A familiar face at DCPC, Jane served as organist and Director of Music at DCPC for over 40 

years until her retirement in 2020.  
 

DECEMBER 26 - CHRISTMAS BREAK, NO CLASS 
 

JANUARY 2 
 

Faith on Canvas 
One of history’s greatest artists offers evocative insights into the majesty of God’s 
love through his sketches and paintings.  
 
Scott Galloway has produced hundreds of award-winning television shows and 
theatrically released documentary films. His career began as a writer and it is the 
crafting of story and putting just the right picture to word that he most enjoys. He’s also 
fond of red wine, Indian food, the Tennessee Volunteers, direct flights, the Pittsburgh 
Steelers and a job that allows him to tell stories about people who are much more 
fascinating than he is.  

 
 

JANUARY 9, 16, 23  
 

When All Christians Were Jews 
In the first chapter of the Book of Acts, Jesus’ final words to his disciples are that 
they are to be his “witnesses” (Greek word is martys or martus) “…in Jerusalem and 
in all Judea and Samaria and to the end of the earth.” (1:8)  Over the next few 
decades, the earliest Christians seem to have been committed to fulfill that 
obligation.  Acts gives us a summary narrative of facets of the story.  In these four 
sessions, we will explore the spread of the faith in the Roman empire and beyond.  In 
preparation, it would be worthwhile for you to read the Book of Acts. 
 

Rev. Dr. John W. Kuykendall is widely recognized for his achievement as president 
of Davidson College (1984-97). His tenure was highlighted by the successful completion of ambitious capital 
projects, such as the $150 million Campaign for Davidson and major landmarks on campus, including the 
Baker Sports Complex, the Visual Arts Building and several student residence halls. 
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JANUARY 30 
 

Partisan Faith: The Church in an Age of Political Polarization 
There has been a good bit written about how divided our country is and how this 
threatens our democracy. This session will explore how polarization threatens the 
church (and faith) and explore ways the church can productively respond so that faith 
informs participation in civic life.  
 
Dr. Dave True is Associate Professor of Religion at Wilson College in Chambersburg, 
Pennsylvania. Dave is a member-minister of the Presbytery of Carlisle and he now resides 
in Concord with his wife, the Rev. Ellen Crawford True, Senior Pastor of First Presbyterian 
Church of Concord. Their daughter Abby is a freshman at Davidson.  
 

FEBRUARY 6, 13, 20, 27 
 

Racial Equity 
 
Mr. Rice, Jr is the CEO of the Ada Jenkins Center in Davidson.  Rice, who began his 
career as a social worker, was previously the vice president and chief operating 
officer of Community Link Programs of Travelers Aid Society in Charlotte. He and his 
family live in Huntersville, NC. He holds an MBA from Pfeiffer University and a 
bachelor’s degree in Social Work from the University of North Carolina at Pembroke.   
 

 
 

 
MARCH 6, 13 

 
The Holy and Spirituality in Islam  
Dr. Zamir will lead an overview of the theology and practice of worship and prayer 
within the Islamic tradition. 
 
Syed Rizwan Zamir is Associate Professor of Religious Studies, Davidson College. Dr. Zamir 
teaches introductory and advance courses in the area of Islamic studies and engaging 
comparative religion and interreligious dialogue, especially between Christianity and 
Islam. Once upon a time, he was an accountant in Islamabad. 
 

 
 

MARCH 20, 27,  
 

The Holy and Spirituality in Hinduism 
In a world that stressed by spirit-crushing events and dynamics that bring so much 
suffering, wisdom that guides various spiritual traditions can help us remember the 
opposite. Turning in these two sessions to literatures specifically from classical 
Hinduism and Sufi Islam, Bill will share with us expressions the human heart oriented 
toward spiritual love that may go deeper than those of any particular cultural or 
religious setting.  
  

Harold E. Rice, Jr. 

Rizwan Zamir 

Dave True 

Bill Mahony 



• March 20, 2022 “Now, therefore, we will speak of Love” Hindu wisdom from India on the nature of 
spiritual love 

• March 27, 2022 “There is Wonderful Laughter and Probably Precious Tears” The opening into 
spiritual love in Sufi Islam  

 
William Mahony is the Dana Professor of Religion at Davidson College. His research and writing interests lie 
primarily in the contemplative and devotional dimensions of religions originating in South Asia. He has lived 
in India for extended times over the years, traveled extensively to most of its regions and returns to it 
frequently.  

APRIL 3 
 

The Holy and Spirituality in Judaism 
Rabbi Klirs will lead an overview of the theology and practice of worship and prayer 
within the Jewish tradition. 
 
Tracy Klirs is the Transitional Rabbi for Temple Kol Tikvah in Davidson. In addition to 
serving pulpits in the United States and Canada, Rabbi Klirs She also has enjoyed an 
extensive career as a Jewish educator in schools and at a non-profit Israeli educational 
organization, Melitz America. She is the primary author of The Merit of Our Mothers:  A 
Bilingual Anthology of Jewish Women’s Prayers  
 

APRIL 10 
 

Karl Plank is the James W. Cannon Professor of Religion at Davidson College, where he 
has taught biblical studies and Jewish literature and thought at Davidson since 1982. He 
believes that biblical narrative and poetry bring our deepest desires and secrets out of 
hiding, that modern Jewish fiction resuscitates what is dead within us, that midrash 
rhymes with honesty and imagination, that intertextuality is a jail-break from solitary 
confinement. He teaches this literature convinced we survive what we need to through 
stories and poems, that we get better in the company of parable, metaphor, and 
liturgy. Karl can play Irish fiddle with passion and once upon a time knew how to stay in 
front of a hard-hit grounder, head down and eye on the ball.  

 
 

Tony Abbott, was Charles A. Dana Professor of English Emeritus at Davidson 

College. He passed away Oct. 3, 2020. He will be remembered as a tremendous 

scholar and teacher, a talented and influential writer, a selfless volunteer to his 

community, and aa steadfast friend. Tony faithfully planned and led the Covenant 

Class for over 50 years.  
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APRIL 17 - EASTER, NO CLASS 
 

APRIL 24, MAY 1, 8 
 

ALL OF DAVID’S WOMEN 
 

We imagine David as the courageous youth, the wise poet, the musician, and the 
victorious king. But David is not an easy subject, particularly when it comes to the 
women he takes, the women he abandons, and the women he ignores. This three-
part series will take a close look at the fate of David’s women, including Michal, 
Abigail, Bathsheba, his daughter Tamar, and his many concubines. We will ask what 
agency they had (if any), to determine the shape of their lives and explore their 
relationships with the famed king of Israel. 
 
 

 
Rabbi Thiede is a full-time professor at UNC-Charlotte’s Department of Religious Studies and the spiritual 
leader of Temple Or Olam in Charlotte. She serves the graduate school at UNCC and has also recently become 
a member of the ALEPH VAAD, which oversees all ordination programs for the seminary.  Barbara has been 
teaching the Covenant Class for 10 years and we are excited to welcome her back! 

Barbara Thiede 



Many thanks to the Pam Dykstra, Jesse Jones, Doug Ottati, and John Ryan, The Covenant Class Planning 
Team for putting together this year’s line up of speakers.   
 
This year’s class will meet in person in Room 216, in the church building, online via Zoom and on DCPC’s 
YouTube channel. To receive updates for the class or the Zoom link, please email jryan@dcpc.org. 

100 North Main Street, P.O.Box 337 

Davidson, NC 28036 

www.dcpc.org 

https://www.youtube.com/c/DavidsonCollegePresbyterianChurch
https://www.youtube.com/c/DavidsonCollegePresbyterianChurch

