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Close to Home: Advent 2021 

Home By Another Way 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“The Wiseman’s Dream 
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A Service For The Worship Of God 
2nd Sunday of Christmas 

January 2, 2022 
Epiphany Sunday  

8:45 and 11:00 a.m. Worship 
 

DCPC Members and Friends: in accordance with guidance from 
the Centers for Disease Control and the mask mandate from 
Mecklenburg County, all worshipers, regardless of vaccination 
status, are expected to wear masks in our buildings. The one 
exception, in line with the mask mandate from Mecklenburg 
County, is worship leaders who are at least 20 feet away from 
worshipers.  As a community that follows Jesus’ command to love 
our neighbors as ourselves, which means we love our neighbors 
and ourselves, we are following the best public health policy at 
this time. We appreciate your participation in embodied 
theology:  #thisiswhatlovelookslike   

 

*Please rise in body and spirit. 
 

 

 

 

Gathering around the Word 

PRELUDE         
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

One:  We come to this place— 
All:  Each of us on our own path. 
One:  The path is winding, 
All:  And the path is not always clear, 
One:  and the path changes, 
All:  But we are here. 
One:  God is walking us home. 
All:  What a gift it is to not walk alone. 
One:  Let us worship Holy God. 
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HYMN 143      Angels, from the Realms of Glory   
                                 (Choir Sings) Regent Square
      
*PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

All: God of changed plans, The Magi heard in a dream 
that they were to take a new way home—a 
different path, an untraveled road. And to our 
amazement, they did just that. The Magi packed 
their bags and went home by another way. We 
wish that change could be easy for us, but more 
often than not, when whispers of change come, 
we tend to clench our fists and hold on tighter. 
Forgive us for resisting change that might be 
holy. Forgive us for ignoring that there is more 
than one road home. Forgive us for failing to hear 
your invitation. Guide our steps to unfamiliar 
places. Gratefully we pray. Amen. 

 

Time for personal confession 
 

*DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
One:  No matter which roads we take in this one wild and 

precious life, God walks with us. God never leaves 
our side. When the road changes and we find 
ourselves on a new path home, God is always there. 
So hear and believe this good news: 

All:  No matter where we go, no matter what we do, 
we are claimed, loved, and held by God. Thanks 
be to God for a love like that.  

 
*RESPONSE OF PRAISE    Angels We Have Heard on High 
    GLORIA
  
     
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS    
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Hearing the Word 
 
PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 
 
TIME WITH THE CHILDREN   Come and See  

 (Choir sings)  
“Come and see, come and see,  
I am the way and the truth,” said he.  
“Follow me, follow me,  
come as a child, O come and see.”  

 
MUSICAL OFFERING    
  
SCRIPTURE READING             Matthew 2:1-12
           One:     The Word of the Lord.               

All:  Thanks be to God.  
 

SERMON On the Road Again Robert Alexander 

 

Responding to the Word 
 

THE SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 
 Invitation 
  

 Great Prayer of Thanksgiving  
 One: The Lord be with you. 
 All: And also with you. 
 One: Lift up your hearts. 
 All: We lift them up to the Lord. 
 One: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 
 All: It is right to give God thanks and praise… 
 

 All:  Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be 
thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this 
day our daily bread, and forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us 
not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
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For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and 
the glory forever. Amen. 

  

Sharing of the Bread and Cup 
 

Prayer after Communion 
 

Bearing and Following  
the Word into the World  

 

HYMN 145 What Child Is This GREENSLEEVES  
                                           (Choir sings)  
   
*BENEDICTION          
 
*PASSING OF THE PEACE      

One: The peace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you.  
 All: And also with you.                                                                         
 
POSTLUDE   
 
 
 
 
 
Leading and Assisting in Worship: Robert Alexander, 
preaching; John Ryan, liturgist.   

 
 

Fellowship Pad Support DCPC 
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Life at DCPC 

Worshiping 
Please let us know you are watching the service today. 
Click here to sign the online fellowship pad. If our You Tube or 
Facebook live streams are not working, you can  always listen 
to the 11:00 service at WDAV.org (89.9) while you wait for us 
to fix the feed. 
 

Ten Cents a Meal DCPC, through it’s Community Missions 
Committee, participates in The Presbytery of Charlotte’s Ten 
Cents a Meal program. Offerings collected are shared with 
local nonprofits whose mission it is to reduce hunger and end 
poverty. The first Sunday of each month is designated as Ten 
Cents a Meal Sunday. If you were to participate as designed 
you would consider a donation of $9.30 per person in your 
family per 31 day month (.10/meal x 3 meals a day).  Of 
course, any amount is greatly appreciated. You may also give 
online. Simply note Ten Cents a Meal in the memo line. Thank 
you for helping us achieve a Matthew 25 initiative – to 
eradicate systemic poverty. 
 

Childcare for infants through kindergarten is available in 
room 14 weekly from 8:15 a.m. – Noon. A comfort room is 
available next door for nursing, napping babies, and hearing 
the 11 am service on WDAV. 
 

Sing, ring, or play in the new year! DCPC has a variety of 
musical ensembles for all ages and abilities and there is a 
place for you.  See the list below. Contact David or Sarah for 
more information. dbrinson@dcpc.org or sallred@dcpc.org  

• For children K-5th grade on Wednesdays starting 
January 5: Children’s Bells at 4pm and Children’s Choir 
at 5pm 

•  For youth 6th-12th grade on Sundays starting January 
  9 at 5:15pm 
•  For adults: 

 Chancel Choir sings at the 11am service and rehearses 

https://forms.gle/YBLTgiSmwjjv92Mq7
https://www.wdav.org/
mailto:dbrinson@dcpc.org
mailto:sallred@dcpc.org
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 on Thursdays at 7pm starting January 6 
 Geneva Choir sings at the 8:30am service and 

 rehearses on Sundays at 4pm starting January 9 
 Music Team sings/plays at the 9:45am service and  
 rehearses on Sundays at 6:30pm 
 Tower Ringers plays monthly at 11am and rehearses  
 Wednesdays at 7pm starting January 12 
 Alleluia Ringers plays every 6 weeks and rehearses 

 on Sundays at 3pm starting in February 
 Instrumentalists are used sporadically in  
 worship. Contact David and Sarah to let them know 

 what you play.   
 

COVID Protocols  Throughout the pandemic, DCPC has 
looked to the guidance of our Medical Advisory Task Force of 
members and friends to advise our congregational leadership 
about safe ways to be the Body of Christ at this time.  Based 
upon the continued advice of this group, we will continue the 
following practices: 
• While we will still gather (masked) for worship and 

other events, there will not be any congregational 
singing inside for the immediate future.   

• We are also asking worshipers to spread out in their 
worship space.   

• We will also continue to refrain from food at 
congregational events.  Coffee and lemonade on  

 Sunday morning will only be outside, next to the 
Congregation House starting at 9:15 a.m.    

We know this is disappointing and frustrating on so many 
levels. The Medical Advisory Task Force want to stress that 
our best response is to wear masks in public settings, 
especially indoors, and to get vaccinated and to encourage our 
family, friends and neighbors to do the 
same.  #thisiswhatlovelookslike   
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Loving 
Conversations about Gun Violence DCPC’s Social Justice 
Committee is hosting Conversations about 
Gun Violence on Sunday, January 23 from 2 – 
3:30 pm in the Congregation House and via 
Zoom. This will be a hybrid gathering so that 
you can join virtually if you prefer. Special 
guests for this panel discussion will be: Elyse 
Dashew, Chair of the CMS Board of Education; 
Patrick Smith, Assistant Superintendent of Communications 
for CMS; Chief Penny Dunn, Police Chief of Davidson Police 
Department; and Natasha Marcus, District 41 Rep. for the NC 
State Senate.  
RSVP for this event by calling our office at 704.892.5641, 
or by simply signing up on Realm by clicking on the QR 
code.  
 
Watch Event for Trigger: The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence 
Leading up to our event on the 23, we will host 
a Watch Event for the documentary Trigger: 
The Ripple Effect of Gun Violence produced by 
Presbyterian Disaster Assistance. This will be 
on Thursday, January 20th at 7 pm. The 
documentary is about 52 minutes long. It is 
available for rent or purchase on Amazon 
Prime. Please watch Trigger prior to the discussion on 
January 23. RSVP for the Watch Event by calling our office 
at 704.892.5641, or by clicking on the QR code.  
 

Reading Tutors Needed You can make a difference in the life 
of a child through reading. The DCPC Amigos tutoring 
program works with elementary school Latino children at 
Huntersville Elementary.  Latinos are some of those most 
severely impacted by the pandemic, and they are in great 
need of help getting back on track to succeed in school.  The 
program will resume operation at Huntersville Elementary on 
Mondays and Tuesdays from 3:30-4:30 beginning on January 
10.  Tutors may choose one or both days to volunteer.  If this 
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  is something you would like to be a part of, contact Rosemary 
Klein at 704-439-7864 or rosemaryklein924@gmail.com.  

Learning 
“Testimony-Vocabulary of Faith!” Join 
Pastor Robert Alexander and others for a 6-
week Adult Discipleship study called “Testimony 
– Vocabulary of Faith!” Monday nights from 
January 24 to February 28 at 7 pm via Zoom! 
You will get the link when you register. Go to the 
QR code for more information and to RSVP.  
 

Wednesday Kids Club Children in Kindergarten through 5th 
grade are invited to a mid-week class that is designed for play 
and faith-filled reflection. Join us at 3:45 on the church 
playground or arrive in time for class to begin at 4:15. We meet 
outside on covered patios or rooms 207,208. Sign up on Realm. 
Contact Jenny Alexander for additional information.  
 
Children's Choir Stay after Kid's Club and make music with Mr. 
David and Ms. Sarah until 6 pm for grades K-5. Make sure you 
wear your mask. Hope to see you there! 
 

Children are always welcome in worship. Children’s worship 
bags and bulletins are available at the entrance. 
 

Sunday School for children is at 9:45 am. Preschool groups are 
in the basement: ages 0-2 room 14 & preschool (ages 3-5) room 
15. Elementary classes are on the 2nd floor: K/1st grade room 
201, 2nd/3rd grade room 207, and 4th/5th grade room 
208.  Masks are required for children 2 and older inside the 
building. 
 

Sunday School Open House January 9 for children and 
parents on the 2nd floor, 9-9:40 am. How about adding faith 
formation to 2022 resolutions? Introduce your children to 
Sunday School then try out the Connections Class (created for 
parents of young children) in Jetton Hall.  
 

mailto:rosemaryklein924@gmail.com
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Virtual children’s ministry teachers needed We have 
families not yet returning to in-person faith formation classes 
at DCPC. Would you be willing to serve as a digital teacher and 
connect online? The Children’s Ministry Committee would like 
to offer three classes: PreK, K-2nd grade, and 3rd-5th grade. 
Contact Jenny Alexander or the church office if you’d like to 
help. 
 

Adult Sunday School  
All Sunday School classes meet Sunday mornings at 9:45 am.  

If you have any questions contact John Ryan at jryan@dcpc.org. 
 

Connections Class will meet in Lingle Chapel.   
Covenant Class meets in Room 216 and via Zoom 
and YouTube Live. Contact John Ryan for the Zoom 
link.  
Jubilee Class meets in the DCPC Parlor and will be 
available via Zoom.   
Maloney Class meets in Room 216 and is available 
on YouTube Sunday afternoon.  

New Mid-Week Studies  
Exploring the Benefits of Mindfulness will be Saturday 
January 8, 9 a.m. to noon, in the Congregation House. Physician 
and mindfulness teacher Assaad Mounzer, and psychologist 
and DCPC member Frank Gantz, will share their works on 
mindfulness and the important medical and mental health 
benefits it can provide. Contact Cambria Nielsen 
(cambriamn52@gmail.com) to register.  
 

Christian Mindfulness Sunday School Class -
Sunday mornings at 9:45 a.m. on January 9, 16, 23, and 30 in 
the Student Center. The class will use the book Right Here Right 
Now – the Practice of Christian Mindfulness, by Amy G. Oden, 
with a foreword by PCUSA minister Marjorie J. Thompson.  

Serving 
4th & 5th graders, save the date of January 17 for MLK Jr. 
Mission Day. More details coming. It’s a day OFF of school, but a 
day ON for serving, learning, and fellowship. 
 
 

mailto:jryan@dcpc.org
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Artist Statement-Bulletin Cover 
The Wise Men's Dream  

by Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman Inspired by Matthew 2:1-
12 | Digital painting  

The Wise Men follow the direction of the shimmering, dotted 
lights of the night sky, and receive instruction in the 
subconscious world of sleep. They are ready and willing to 
discern God’s will in the outward, tangible signs of Creation, 
as well as the inner contours of their own minds. God is in it 
all, and they are paying attention. Is this what it means to be 
wise? In this image, the Wise Men are sleeping, and the viewer 
has a window into their vibrant dream. Surrounding the 
dream is the deep blue patterning of stars and hands pointing 
in every direction except for the direction of God’s leading. 
These hands represent King Herod’s desperate search and 
desire to take out this threatening, newborn King of the Jews. 
The Wise Men have a choice. They could succumb to the 
pressure of the King, which is thick in the air and pressing in 
all around them, or they could choose to listen to the 
mysterious guiding of their sleeping vision. They decide to 
change up the narrative and resist the domineering, violent 
powers of this world, trusting their dream, and taking the 
long, likely dangerous, journey home by another way.  

—Rev. Lauren Wright Pittman  

 

 

Members and Guests please let us know you are here today. 
Fill out the information below and place it in the offering 
basket.        Date_________________ 

() 8:45                                      () 9:45                             () 11:00 

X if you are a Davidson College Student ()  

Names: 
 

Email: 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH  

P.O. Box 337, 100 N. Main Street, Davidson, NC 28036 

704-892-5641~ www.dcpc.org 

Pastor  
Peter Henry, phenry@dcpc.org 
 
Associate Pastors 
Robert Alexander, 
ralexander@dcpc.org 
John Ryan, jryan@dcpc.org 
Larry Lyon, llyon@dcpc.org 
 
Church Administrator 
Harriett Rosebrough, 
hrosebrough@dcpc.org 
 
Director of Music   
David Brinson,  
dbrinson@dcpc.org 
 
Staff Associate for  
Youth Ministry 
Matt Wiggins,  
mwiggins@dcpc.org 

Staff Associate for  
Children’s Ministry 
Jenny Alexander,  
jalexander@dcpc.org   
 

Associate Director of Music 
Sarah Allred, sallred@dcpc.org 
 
Preschool Director 
Kristin Clark, kclark@dcpc.org 
 
Assistant Preschool Director 
Jan Tevepaugh, 
jtevepaugh@dcpc.org 
 
Director of Congregational Life 
and Communications 
Stephanie Malushizky,  
smalushizky@dcpc.org 

Davidson College Presbyterian Church is a welcoming, 
affirming, and inclusive faith community where all are one in 
Christ. We are a Matthew 25, Earth Care and Stephen 
Ministry congregation on the corner of campus and 
community. Our congregation celebrates partnerships in 
Christ with the Sigona Presbyterian Church in Kikuyu, Kenya; 
and the Kilambe communities in Jinotega, Nicaragua; and 
Blythe Elementary School in Huntersville, NC. Together we 
seek to grow in witnessing to Christ in a complex world and to 
learn more about how to respond as disciples to the great 
needs of the world. Our sanctuary stands on lands once 
occupied by the indigenous communities of the Catawba 
people and our first worship space was built with bricks made 
by enslaved people. We remember them to God as we honor 
and recognize them in worship. 

mailto:ralexander@dcpc.org
mailto:jryan@dcpc.org
mailto:llyon@dcpc.org
mailto:hrosebrough@dcpc.org
mailto:dbrinson@dcpc.org
mailto:mwiggins@dcpc.org
mailto:jalexander@dcpc.org
mailto:srollans@dcpc.org

